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EDUCATION 
 
University of Calgary                    Calgary, AB, CA 
M.A. Anthropology                 In progress 
 
Washington University in St. Louis            St. Louis, MO, USA 
B.A. Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology            2015 
Minor Anthropology 
 
 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
St. Louis Zoo              St. Louis, MO 
Behavioral Research Intern                  June 2014 – August 
2014 
Supervisor: Stephanie Braccini, Curator of Mammals, Zoo Atlanta                  

The St. Louis Zoo is an AZA certified zoological park whose mission is “to conserve animals and their 
habitats through animal management, research, recreation, and educational programs that encourage the 
support and enrich the experience of the public.” A number of behavioral studies were being conducted 
across the zoo, and I worked on a project that was in collaboration with the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago, 
IL. It focused on the proximities of western lowland gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) to other group 
members and what areas of the exhibit were most used and preferred by the apes.  

• Used an ethogram to collect behavioral data on a bachelor male group by conducting focal scans. 
• Processed data from focal scans of the zoo’s gorillas and orangutans that were recorded by fellow 

interns and entered the data into Microsoft Excel spreadsheets. 
 

Field Projects International                            Los Amigos Biological Field Station, 
Peru 
Research Assistant              May 2015 – November 
2015 
Supervisor: Mrinalini Watsa, Research Associate, Washington University in St. Louis 

FPI has a variety of ongoing projects focusing on different aspects of behavior and ecology ranging from 
parasite studies to studies on the role of grooming in emperor (Saguinus imperator) and saddleback 
(Saguinus fuscicollis) tamarins. I worked on the communication project that aimed to catalog the 
vocalizations of emperor and saddleback tamarins, and test if calls can identify potential mates. We also 
collected data on adult scent gland morphology and scent-marking behavior, another main form of 
communication among tamarins. 



• Worked in a small team using radio telemetry to track wild tamarin troops and conducted 4-8 
hour follows of different troops.  

• Accumulated communication and behavioral data by conducting scans of focal individuals using 
dictaphones and a Zoom microphone. 

• After leaving Peru in July, I stayed involved by processing dictaphone recordings from the field 
season and entering the data into Microsoft Access files. 

 
Proyecto Cara Blanca           Sector Santa Rosa, Area de Conservacion Guanacaste, Costa 
Rica 
Research Assistant              December 2015 – June 
2016 
Supervisor: Amanda Melin, Assistant Professor, University of Calgary              

Dr. Melin’s main focus at Santa Rosa is on sensory and feeding ecology. She and her students and 
research assistants record behavior and collect non-invasive fecal samples for molecular analysis of 
sensory genes and the gut microbiome. My work in Santa Rosa focused mainly on investigating the 
utilization of the different senses by white-faced capuchins (Cebus capucinus imitator) while foraging for 
fruit. 

• Learned to identify individual capuchins from five different groups through facial recognition. 
• Conducted follows of capuchins, focusing on fruit patch visits and fruit foraging and processing.  
• Gathered fruit samples in order to measure their mechanical properties using a Lucas Mechanical 

Tester and their spectral properties using a Jaz spectrometer. 

 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
I graduated from Washington University in St. Louis with an interdisciplinary degree—Philosophy-
Neuroscience-Psychology on the Language, Culture, and Cognition track—because I am interested in a 
wide variety of topics. In the future, I hope I will be able to conduct research in the field of primatology 
that allows me to draw on my background in these different subjects. 
During my graduate studies, I plan to ask questions that focus on the ontogeny of foraging techniques and 
niche divergence. I will be looking at the mechanical properties of different fruits and collect behavioral 
data from individual monkeys. I want to find out at what age fruits that are more “difficult” become 
incorporated in a capuchin’s diet. Furthermore, until these more difficult fruits can be eaten, how do 
younger, weaker capuchins make up for this lack of nutrients? This ties into my questions of niche 
divergence. Do capuchins of different age and sex classes forage differently? I will collect behavioral data 
on individuals looking at their locations relative to the rest of the group, their heights in the canopy, and 
differences in insect foraging techniques.  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
American Society of Primatology 
International Primatological Society 
 
 


